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630.01 MODEL STANDARD OPERATIONS PROCEDURES
 

A. This plan provides a basic philosophy and strategy plan for hazardous materials
situations. It is designed to intertwine the emergency plans of other departments,
Agencies and other operations plans. Unless superseded by a specific part of this plan,
all department standard operational procedures will remain in effect.

 
B. Hazardous materials incidents encompass a wide variety of potential situations

including fires, spills, transportation accidents, chemical reactions, explosions and
similar events. Hazards involved may include toxicity, flammability, radiological hazards,
corrosives, explosives, health hazards, chemical reactions and combinations of factors.
This procedure provides a general framework for handling a hazardous materials incident,
but does not address the specific tactic or control measures for particular incidents.

 
C. Every field incident presents the potential for exposure to hazardous materials and the

products of combustion of an ordinary fire may present severe hazards to personnel
safety.

 
D. This procedure is specifically applicable to known hazardous materials incidents, but

does not reduce the need for appropriate safety precaution at every incident.
 

The use of proper turnouts and SCBA whenever appropriate and the utilization of a strong
command procedure on a continuing basis is the starting point for this plan.

 
630.02 FIRE
COMMUNICATIONS
 

A. Fire communications will attempt to obtain any and all information from the person
reporting a hazardous materials incident. The information should, if possible, include
material name and/or type, amount and size of container(s), problem (leak, spill, fire,
etc.) and the dangerous properties of the materials. The dispatcher should stay on the
telephone with the caller to gain additional information after dispatching companies.

B. Any additional information should be relayed to responding units after dispatch.
C. If the call comes from a person with knowledge of the hazardous situation, attempt to

have that person meet and direct the arriving units.
 

D. Fire communications should attempt to anticipate the needs of any particular situation
and be prepared for
them.

 


