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630.06 PROCEDURES
 

A. The officer in charge will see that all responding personnel put on appropriate
protective clothing, isolate the area, identify the material, determine the hazard, perform
rescue, administer first aid, contain the spill, and then make sure that expert help is
obtained.

 
B. Identify the material involved by looking at shipping papers or labels on the containers,

or by questioning the driver, conductor, or facility manager. Determine the hazard
from the product's label SIGNAL WORD, or contact Chemtrec. Take precautions to stay
upwind and out of the spill itself.

 
NOTE: Before contacting Chemtrec, make sure you have the exact and complete product name
and the correct spelling of the hazardous material involved. If possible, try to obtain the use of a
nearby local telephone, so that Chemtrec may return your call directly without having to go
through a dispatch center or other switchboard.

 
630.07          
SIZEUP
 

A. Command must make a careful sizeup before deciding on a commitment. It may be
necessary to take immediate action to make a rescue or evacuate an area, but this
should be done with an awareness of the risk to fire department personnel and taking
advantage of available protective equipment.

 
B. The objective of the sizeup is to identify the nature and severity of the immediate

problem and gather sufficient information to formulate a valid action plan. A hazardous
materials incident requires a more cautious and deliberate sizeup than most fire
situations.

 
C. In the sizeup conducted shortly after firefighters arrive at the scene, a decision must be

made on whether to fight the fire or to let it burn. The decision must be made by the
officer in charge, with assistance from the owner or manager.

 
D. It may often be best to let a fire burn. Information from the facility manager, Chemtrec,

and other sources may help to identify whether the hazards posed by fighting the fire
and of postfire cleanup, justify the benefits of possible salvage.

 
E. Water will cool burning pesticides, resulting in cooler combustion temperatures. High

temperatures are more beneficial, however, they cause pesticides to break down into
less toxic compounds. Most organic pesticides are completely incinerated in 2 seconds
at 1800 degrees Fahrenheit. Cooler temperatures, on the other hand, may produce
intermediate compounds of unknown properties, perhaps more toxic than the original
chemical.
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