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F. Avoid premature commitment of companies and personnel to potentially hazardous

locations. Proceed with caution in evaluating risk before formulating a plan and keep
uncommitted companies at a safe distance.

 
G. Identify a hazardous area based on potential danger, taking into account materials

involved, time of day, wind and weather conditions, location of the incident and degree of
risk to unprotected personnel. Take immediate action to evaluate and/or rescue persons
in critical danger if possible, providing for safety of rescuers.

 
H. The major problem in most cases is to identify the type of materials involved in a

situation and the hazards presented before formulating a plan of action. Look for labels,
markers, and shipping papers, refer to prefire plans and ask personnel at the scene
(plant management, responsible party, truck driver).  Utilize reference materials carried
on apparatus and have fire communications contact other sources for assistance in
sizing up the problem (Chemtrec, other agencies, manufacturers of materials, etc.)

 
 
630.08 ACTION PLAN
 

A. Based on the initial sizeup and any information available, command will have to
formulate an action plan to deal with the situation.

 
B. Most hazardous materials are intended to be maintained in a safe condition for handling

and use through confinement in a container or protective system. The emergency is
usually related to the material escaping from the protective container or system and
creating a hazard on the exterior. The strategic plan must include a method to get the
hazardous material back into a safe container, dispose of it, neutralize it or allow it to
dissipate safely. The specific action plan must identify the method of hazard control
and identify the resources available and/or required to accomplish this goal. It may be
necessary to select one method over another due to the unavailability of a particular
resource or to adopt a "holding action" to wait for needed equipment or supplies.

 
C. The action plan must provide for:

 
1. Safety of citizens
2. Safety of firefighters
3. Evacuation of endangered area, if necessary
4. Control of situation
5. Stabilization of hazardous materials, and/or
6. Disposal or removal of hazardous materials

 
D. Avoid committing personnel and equipment prematurely or "experimenting" with techniques

and tactics. Many times it is necessary to evacuate and wait for special equipment or expert
help.
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