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630.09 CONTROL OF HAZARDOUS AREA
 

A. A hazardous material incident has two zones associated with the scene, similar to a fire. They are
the hazard zone and the evacuation zone.

 
B. HAZARD ZONE. The hazard zone is the area in which personnel are potentially in

immediate danger from the hazardous condition. This is established by command and controlled
by the fire department. Access to this area will be rigidly controlled and only personnel with proper

protective equipment and an assigned activity will enter. All companies will remain intact in
designated staging areas until assigned. Personnel will be assigned to monitor entry and exit of all

personnel from the hazard zone. The hazard zone should be geographically described to all
responding units, if possible.  Responsibility for control of personnel in this zone includes not only
fire department personnel, but any others who may wish to enter the hazard zone (police, press, employees,

tow truck drivers, ambulance personnel, etc.). Command is responsible for everyone's safety.
 

C. EVACUATION ZONE.          The evacuation zone is the larger area surrounding the hazard zone
in which a lesser degree of risk to personnel exists. All civilians would be removed from this area.
The limits of this zone will be enforced by the police department based on distance and directions established

in consultation with command. The area to be evacuated depends on the nature and
amount of the material and type of risk it presents to unprotected personnel (toxic, explosive, etc.).
In some cases, it is necessary to completely evacuate a radius around a site for a certain distance, i.e. potential

explosion.
 

D. In other cases it may be advisable to evacuate a path downwind where toxic or
flammable vapors  may be carried (and control ignition sources in case of flammable vapors).

 
NOTE:   When toxic or irritant vapors are being carried downwind, it may be most effective to keep
everyone indoors with windows and doors closed to prevent contact with the material instead of
evacuating the area. In these cases, companies would be assigned to patrol the area, assisting
citizens in shutting down ventilation systems and evacuating persons with susceptibility to
respiratory problems.
 

E. In all cases, the responsibility for safety of all potentially endangered citizens rests with
command. Determine the hazard from the product label SIGNAL WORD and the
information received from Chemtrec and OARS.

 
F. USE OF NON FIRE DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL. In some cases it may be

advantageous to use nonfire department personnel to evaluate hazards and perform
certain functions for which they would have particular experience or ability.

 
G. When such personnel are outfitted with breathing apparatus, chemical suits, etc., they

must be made aware of the function, limitations and safety precautions necessary in
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