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645.01 PURPOSE: To establish guidelines and responsibilities for incident safety and for an Incident Safety Office

                 (ISO) to be assigned to an emergency scene.  
 
645.02 SCOPE:  All personnel shall follow the orders and directives from the established IC, ISO or CO as
they       

pertain to safe operations, as well as assume responsibility for their own performance of duty in a 
                               safe manner consistent with their training and the policies and procedures.
 

645.03 INCIDENT SAFETY OFFICER QUALIFICATIONS:   The ISO assigned to the scene of an incident shall
normally be an officer and shall have considerable knowledge of tactical

operations normally conducted by their agency, and have general knowledge of building
construction, Haz Mat procedures, and fire behavior. Additionally, there may be incidents
that require the ISO to have specific specialty knowledge.
 
645.04 RESPONSIBILITY:
 

The IC shall have overall responsibility for firefighter health and safety.
 
B. The ISO shall evaluate incident conditions and report observations to the 
                IC and Division or Group supervisor, if applicable.

 
                1.     The ISO shall assist the IC in the development of an Incident Safety Plan.
                       

The ISO shall observe and evaluate incident operations and ensure that all personnel at the incident are:
               

a)     Performing activities in compliance with the incident plan.
 

b)     Utilizing personal protective equipment appropriate for
        the incident.
 

Performing Activities in compliance with generally
        accepted policies and procedures. (See References:)


Report directly to the IC any actions that were stopped or altered.    

 
In the event of serious injury or death to an emergency responder, or a near miss, the
ISO will take custody of any equipment associated with the event, ensure its safe
keeping, establish a chain of custody for the equipment, initiate an investigation, and
assume responsibility for preliminary documentation.

 
645.05 REFERENCES:
 

A. NFPA 1500, Health and Safety Document.
NFPA 1561, Incident Management Document.
NFPA 1710, Deployment and Staffing Document.
OAR 437-002-0182, Oregon Rules for Fire Fighters.
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NFPA 1561, Incident Management Document.
NFPA 1710, Deployment and Staffing Document.
OAR 437-002-0182, Oregon Rules for Fire Fighters.

 
 
 

645.06 POLICY:  
 

A. The IC is responsible for the health and safety of citizens and firefighters at an incident.  If an ISO is not


                               assigned, the IC shall perform the procedures and functions outlined in this guideline. In situations where the  
        IC cannot effectively manage the safety aspects of the incident scene, the IC shall appoint an ISO as soon as  
                               possible, and if the incident warrants, appoint assistants to the ISO.

 
B.            The ISO’s primary responsibility is scene safety.  Routine command and control of the incident is not a          

                          specific duty of the ISO.
 
C.     An ISO shall be assigned at hazardous materials and technical rescue incidents. Typically the ISO will be

provided to the IC by the responding team.                  
 

D.            The ISO has the authority to stop or correct unsafe activities or operations at the incident. Anytime the ISO 
               stops an incident activity, they must immediately report that action to the IC, or section/division
               supervisor.
 
E.            The IC is the only person who may overrule an action of the ISO.

 
      F.            The ISO shall be free to move about the incident scene observing all aspects of the operation as it pertains to            

                         safety.  When working in an IDLH atmosphere, the ISO must be in full personal protective
equipment

       (PPE) and must also have a partner.


645.07      PROCEDURES:
 

A.            When assigned, the ISO must first report to the IC for the following before assuming his/her role:
 

1.       Incident Briefing.  
2.         Turn in their personal passport or name tag, when applicable.

 
B.            The IC must provide an incident briefing to the ISO that includes:

 
1.          The nature, location and extent of the problem.
2.          The strategy and tactics for the incident.

     The nature and type of any known safety concerns.
 

C.            The ISO shall be equipped with PPE as warranted by the incident.
 

D.            The ISO should then conduct a 360-degree size-up of the incident to confirm information received from the


                IC, observe incident operations and identify safety issues and concerns.
 

The ISO shall immediately address and correct the activities of any personnel operating outside generally
accepted safety policies.

 
The ISO shall monitor personnel for fatigue and heat stress and, if warranted, direct those personnel to
REHAB.

 
G. The ISO shall cause to correct any unsafe tactical operations that they observe:

 
1.           When non-imminent hazards are identified, the ISO shall develop actions to correct the situations

and report those suggested actions to the IC, and Division or Group supervisor when appropriate.
 
2. When the ISO becomes aware of unsafe actions occurring which involve imminent hazard to

personnel, they shall have the authority to alter, suspend, or terminate those activities.  The ISO
shall immediately inform the IC, and Division or Group supervisor when appropriate, of those
actions.

 
H. The ISO should request additional personnel to assist in monitoring the scene for unsafe situations or

actions, deteriorating conditions, or hazardous operations.
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actions.
 

H. The ISO should request additional personnel to assist in monitoring the scene for unsafe situations or
actions, deteriorating conditions, or hazardous operations.

 
I. The ISO shall remain mobile throughout the incident in order to observe all

operations and shall observe interior operations when conditions permit.
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