
 
SIUSLAW VALLEY FIRE AND RESCUE SECTION NUMBER:

650.01 – 650.05
OPERATIONS AND PROCEDURES MANUAL EFFECTIVE DATE:

11/02/2006
DIVISION TITLE:           EMERGENCY OPERATIONS          REVISION DATE:

 
SECTION TITLE:           INCIDENT RISK ASSESSMENT          
 

 

 
 

PURPOSE
 

 The purpose of this guideline is to identify considerations and provide direction for assessing risk, making
operational          decisions, and providing incident safety.

DEFINITIONS

A. INCIDENT RISK ASSESSMENT:   An assessment conducted by Command of the structure, area, incident
conditions, and available resources.  It is also used to determine the level of risk for various

strategies and modes of operation.  This assessment is designed to help Command select the best
and most appropriate strategy for managing the incident.  The assessment involves measuring the
risk of the strategy versus the benefit derived from employing a particular strategic and operational
mode.

B. SURVIVABILITY PROFILES: The combination of incident elements that collectively indicate the
likelihood of survivability for victims located inside the incident scene.

650.03 POLICY

An Incident Risk Assessment shall be conducted during all emergency operations, and shall include an on-going re-
assessment of the conditions until the operation is terminated.

650.04 SURVIVABILITY PROFILES

When considering the “survivability profile” of any potential victim, personnel  must consider the conditions
present in the “compartment” or area of fire conditions or other conditions affecting survival. 

A. A fire in a rear bedroom of a house, with smoke throughout the house, may allow a survivable environment if
 a search and rescue effort is initiated quickly.  Under these conditions, it is reasonable to extend risk in a

 calculated manner.

B. A significant fire in a residence with dense smoke under pressure to floor level throughout the building, likely
means victims could not survive. Under these conditions, a cautious and calculated rescue and fire control
operation would be warranted. 

C. A well-involved structure would likely represent a zero survivability profile.  Similar conditions in an
abandoned building would indicate a low probability of civilians inside and present a low

survivability profile.

D. Workers buried in a trench collapse or underwater for ten (10) minutes or more, would be unlikely to survive;
therefore, an extremely cautious and well-planned, safe, recovery operation is logical.

 
E. In conducting an Incident Risk Management Assessment, rescuers should consider the total time already

taken before the rescue is initiated:
1.   Event initiation time

 2.   Notification time
3.   Call processing
4.   Reflex or turnout time

5.   En route time

650.01

650.02



 2.   Notification time
3.   Call processing
4.   Reflex or turnout time

5.   En route time
6.   Travel time
7.  Deployment time 

650.05 DETERMINING INCIDENT STRATEGY, TACTICS and DEPLOYMENT:

A. RISK TENET OR PROFILE:  Incident Risk Assessment must be considered in determining strategy and
tactics as well as the on-going management of an emergency scene.  The risk tenets that the

assessment and operations should be based on are: 
 1.   We may risk our lives to protect savable lives.

2.   We may assume some risk to protect savable property.
 3.   We will NOT risk our health to protect what is already lost.

 
INCIDENT STRATEGY AND DEPLOYMENT OPTIONS:  Incident Strategy and Deployment Options
should then be selected based on the Incident Risk Assessment. Incident Strategy and Deployment Options
include the following:
1.   Fire ground:
     a.   Offensive
     b.  Transitional
     c.   Defensive
2.   Rescue:
     a.   Rescue mode
     b.   Recovery mode 

2
 

.


