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Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue  
ORDINANCE NO. ________________ 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DISTRICT TO CHARGE CERTAIN PERSONS 
THE ACTUAL COSTS FOR OUT OF DISTRICT RESPONSES AND RESPONSES ON 

CERTAIN TRANSPORTATION ROUTES WITHIN THE DISTRICT  
 
WHEREAS, ORS 478.310(1) authorizes fire districts to recover actual response 

costs for fire or public safety incidents occurring outside the limits of the District in 
unprotected or inadequately protected areas; and 

 
WHEREAS, ORS 478.310(2) authorizes fire districts to recover actual response 

costs arising from an incident involving airplane crashes or other emergency or public 
safety occurrences on transportation routes within the District; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Siuslaw Valley Rural Fire Protection District (“the District”) will 
occasionally respond to emergency incidents occurring outside District boundaries or on 
transportation routes within the boundaries of the District and such incidents often involve 
persons who are not District taxpayers and who are not residents of the District; and 
 

WHEREAS, such incidents require costly equipment and personnel for medical, fire 
and life safety response and those persons involved in such incidents have not shared in 
the equipment or personnel costs which insure an appropriate response; and 

 
WHEREAS the District Directors find that responding to such incidents is critical to 

the safety and well-being of District residents and property and often preemptively protects 
District residents and property;   
 

WHEREAS, the District Directors have reviewed the costs scheduled by the State 
Fire Marshal’s office and have determined those costs to be fair and reasonable and that 
they do not exceed the actual costs incurred on behalf of the District; and 

 
WHEREAS, the cost of maintaining equipment and personnel to be available for 

immediate response has been reviewed, and the District’s Board of Directors has 
determined that the costs authorized herein, some of which are in addition to the costs as 
scheduled by the State Fire Marshal’s Office, do reflect the District’s actual costs for such 
responses; 

 
WHEREAS, the fees and charges imposed by this Ordinance are not taxes 

subject to property tax limitations of Article XI, Section 11(b) of the Oregon 
Constitution; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED: 

 
SECTION ONE.  COST SCHEDULE.  The Siuslaw Valley Fire District Board of Directors 
hereby approves and adopts the attached Cost Schedule, which may be further amended 
by a Resolution of the District Board. 



 

Page 2 of 5 - Ordinance No. ___________ 

 
SECTION TWO. PURPOSE AND SCOPE.   

A. The District adopts the attached Cost Schedule for the purpose of authorizing the 
District to seek reimbursement for its actual costs in responding to fire, emergency, 
or public safety incidents which occur either: 

 
1. outside District boundaries in unprotected or inadequately protected areas; or 
2. inside District boundaries on a Transportation Route. As used herein, 

“Transportation Route" means a roadway, waterway, or railroad right-of-way 
located inside the District upon which no District taxes or assessments for 
fire protection are levied by the District. 
 

B. The District may assess the charges as provided in the Cost Schedule to persons or 
entities only if such persons or entities are not District taxpayers or District residents 
who have received or benefitted from District responses on a Transportation Route 
or outside District boundaries as those areas are further defined in Section Two (A) 
above. 
 

SECTION THREE.  RESPONSE.  District responses under this ordinance shall follow the 
District’s standard operating procedures or shall be as directed by the Fire Chief or his or 
her designee. 
 
SECTION FOUR.  APPEALS.  Appeals to any costs charged to a person or entity under 
this ordinance must be presented to the Fire Chief in writing within 30 days from the date 
the invoice was mailed.  Appeals must provide the invoice and sufficiently state the 
reasons for the appeal.  The Chief shall review the appeal and issue his or her final 
determination in writing within 15 days.  If the appellant disagrees with the Chief’s final 
determination, he or she may appeal to the Board in writing within 7 days.  The Board shall 
consider the written appeal at a meeting of the Board and shall issue a final, non-
appealable decision in writing to the appellant within 7 days.  
 

 
 

Adopted by vote of the Siuslaw Valley Rural Fire Protection District Board of 
Directors this ___ day of _____________________, 2017. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Presiding Officer 
Title:______________________ 

Ayes:________ 
Nays:________  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
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Secretary 
 
 
 Certification of Copy 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance is a true and correct copy of the original 
ordinance on file with Siuslaw Valley Rural Fire Protection District. 
 
 

 
________________________________ 
Presiding Officer 
Title:______________________ 
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SIUSLAW VALLEY FIRE AND RESCUE 
COST SCHEDULE - APPENDIX A 

 
This is a schedule of costs that may be charged for out of district and transportation route 
responses, per District ordinance.  Cost Schedule calculations include direct costs (for 
example, the cost of apparatus, personnel, and any miscellaneous supplies and services 
used) as well as indirect costs (administrative costs and overhead to support such 
response).  The District bases all its cost charges on the actual costs incurred due to a 
response.  The District can provide its cost recovery calculation methodology for specific 
responses upon request.  
 
Rates. The Office of State Fire Marshal (OSFM) has established a standardized schedule 
of costs associated for apparatus and response (OAR 837-130 & Conflagration Act).  The 
District hereby adopts the OSFM schedule, which is attached to this Appendix A.  This 
OSFM schedule is adopted as it exists now or as it may be amended from time to time.  
The District will use this OSFM cost schedule to determine the rates charged for cost 
recovery charges.  The District’s charges may vary from the OSFM schedule from time to 
time based upon the services and equipment used, but all charges will be itemized and will 
be based on actual costs. The District has adopted policies, resolutions, and ordinances 
establishing the process and scope for charging for these responses.  Please see these 
policies, resolutions and ordinances for further guidance on how when and to whom such 
charges will be assessed.   
 
Minimum Charges.  All responses billed under these rules are subject to a 30-minute 
minimum response charge.  There will also be a 40.00 minimum charge per each 
processed invoice to reimburse the District for the cost of processing the billing. 
 
Additional Personnel Costs.  The District may also seek reimbursement for additional 
personnel costs incurred (above the personnel costs listed in the OSFM schedule) for 
District responses which qualify for cost reimbursement.  If charged, costs for Full Time 
Employees will be charged at their current hourly or overtime rate, if applicable. 
 
Miscellaneous Supplies and Services.  Disposable supplies used may be billed either 
on the cost of the specific use or the cost of replacement, at the Chief’s (or a designee’s) 
discretion. Costs of outside vendors or services used in the response will be billed at the 
actual rate charged to the District.  Other expenses directly related to a response or 
emergency service delivery may also be billed.  District invoices will list all items with 
specificity. 
 
Transportation Route Responses 
Transportation Route responses will be billed using dispatch time records to determine the 
commitment of apparatus and personnel.  Supplies and services charges, if applicable, will 
verified by scene documentation by the Officer in Charge.  
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Out of District Response to Unprotected Areas 
Responses outside the District to unprotected or inadequately protected areas will be billed 
using dispatch time records to determine the actual commitment of apparatus and 
personnel. Miscellaneous supplies and services, if applicable, will be verified by scene 
documentation of the Officer in Charge. 
 
Waiver of Fees 
The final decision of whether or not to invoice a person or entity rests with the Fire Chief or 
his or her designee. An officer responding to incidents which may qualify for such invoicing 
under this Cost Schedule shall identify on the invoice or supporting documentation any 
extenuating circumstances he or she believes may justify a reduction or waiver of such 
costs.  Such circumstances may include, but are not limited to, the following:   
 

• Indigent or impoverished conditions 
• SVFR is cancelled prior to arrival, or scene time of less than 15 minutes.  
 

 
 
  

 
 


