
 
 
1. Please tell me how you would rate the operation and performance of your local fire and 

ambulance services ~ EXCELLENT, PRETTY GOOD, ONLY FAIR or POOR? 
 
  1.  Excellent      66.7    
  2.  Pretty Good      19.8 
  3.  Only Fair        1.7  
  4.  Poor        0.7  
  5.  Not Sure/Refused      11.2 
 
2. Based on what you have heard, read, or experienced, how would you rate the response 

times of your local ambulance and fire services ~ EXCELLENT, PRETTY GOOD, ONLY 
FAIR or POOR? 

 
  1.  Excellent       60.4  
  2.  Pretty Good     25.4 
  3.  Only Fair        3.0 
  4.  Poor        1.0 
  5.  Not Sure/Refused     10.2 

 
3. How important is it to you to have highly trained and experienced fire and ambulance staff 

~ VERY IMPORTANT, SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT, SOMEWHAT UNIMPORTANT, 
or VERY UNIMPORTANT? 
 

  1.  Very Important     93.4      
  2.  Somewhat Important     5.0 
  3.  Somewhat Unimportant      0.7   
  4.  Very Unimportant       0.7 
  5.  Not Sure/Refused      0.3 
 
4. Do you believe you receive a good value for what you pay in property taxes for fire and 

ambulance services? 
 
  1.  Yes       78.5      
  2.  No        5.0 
  3.  Not Sure/Refused     16.5 
 
5. Are you aware that Western Lane Ambulance District and Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue 

are currently operating as two separate fire and emergency service districts?  
 
  1.  Yes       48.2     
  2.  No        48.2 
  3.  Not Sure/Refused      3.6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Western Lane Ambulance District and Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue are currently 
considering a proposal to merge their fire and emergency medical services into a single service 
district.  This merger would not impact services provided for Mapleton Swisshome or 
Deadwood. Administrative services for the agencies have already been combined. This proposal 
would allow the districts to combine operations and costs under one roof, balance the use and 
distribution of emergency medical equipment and vehicles and allow for additional training 
programs for fire and emergency services personnel.  This proposal would not increase existing 
property tax rates for fire or ambulance services in your area. 

 
6. If an election were held today, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE merging Western Lane 

Ambulance District with Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue at no additional cost to property 
taxpayers? (STRONGLY/SOMEWHAT FAVOR/OPPOSE) 

 
1. Strongly Favor     61.1 
2. Somewhat Favor      16.2 
3. Somewhat Oppose      2.3 
4. Strongly Oppose       4.3 
5. Not Sure/Refused      16.2 

 
 

7. Do you believe a merger between Western Lane Ambulance District and Siuslaw Valley 
Fire and Rescue would cause the cost of providing ambulance and fire services to 
INCREASE, DECREASE, or do you believe costs would REMAIN ABOUT THE SAME?  

 
1. Increase      16.5 
2. Decrease      11.9 
3. Remain About the Same    41.9 
4. Not Sure/Refused      29.7 

 
8. If you knew merging Western Lane Ambulance with Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue 

would not impact the level of existing fire and ambulance services you currently receive in 
your community, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposal? 

 
1.  Favor       79.2     
2.  Oppose       6.6 
3.  Not Sure/Refused     14.2 
  

9. If you knew a merger would allow the districts to combine operations and lower operating 
costs for Western Lane Ambulance District and Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue, would 
you FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposal? 
 

1.  Favor      83.8     
2.  Oppose       4.6 
3.  Not Sure/Refused     11.6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10. If you knew merging the fire and ambulance districts could reduce the amount of time it 
takes for fire and emergency medical personnel to arrive, if you, or a family member had a 
fire or medical emergency, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE the merger? 

 
1.  Favor      86.5     
2.  Oppose         5.0 
3.  Not Sure/Refused       8.6 

 
11. If you knew a merger between Western Ambulance and Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue 

would not increase your existing property tax rates for fire and ambulance, would you 
FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposal? 

 
1.  Favor      85.5    
2.  Oppose       4.0 
3.  Not Sure/Refused     10.6 

 
12. If you knew combining fire and ambulance services into a single district would allow for 

additional training and cross-training for both paid and volunteer fire and emergency 
medical staff, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE merging Western Lane Ambulance District 
with Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue? 

 
1.  Favor      86.5     
2.  Oppose       4.0 
3.  Not Sure/Refused      9.6 
   

13. If you knew Western Lane Ambulance District and Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue would 
be stronger and provide better services as a single fire and ambulance district than as two 
separate districts, would you FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposal? 

 
1.  Favor      88.1   
2.  Oppose       4.0 
3.  Not Sure/Refused      7.9 

 
14. If you knew merging the two fire and emergency medical service districts would reduce the 

downtime of emergency medical apparatus and equipment and allow the two districts to 
share in the cost of maintaining and repairing their equipment and rescue vehicles, would 
you FAVOR or OPPOSE the proposal? 

 
1.  Favor      84.8 
2.  Oppose       4.0 
3.  Not Sure/Refused     11.2 

 
15. Over the past 12 years emergency medical calls have risen from 1,200 calls per year to 

4,000 calls per year.  If you knew merging Western Lane Ambulance District with Siuslaw 
Fire and Rescue into a single district would enable them to better balance and coordinate 
the increased demand for fire and emergency medical services, would you FAVOR or 
OPPOSE the proposal? 

 
1.  Favor      86.8 
2.  Oppose       2.3 
3.  Not Sure/Refused     10.9 



 
For each statement, please tell me if you AGREE, or DISAGREE with the statement. 
 

1. Agree 
2. Disagree 
3. Not Sure/Refused 

 

16. I oppose a merger.  We would save more money if we did away with public emergency 
medical services and hired a private entity to provide these services for our community. 

 
5.9-79.2-14.9 

 
17. Merging fire and emergency medical services could reduce amount of time it takes for fire 

and emergency medical personnel to arrive, if a member of my family, or I had a fire or 
medical emergency.  I support the proposed merger. 

 
80.2-7.3-12.5 

 
18. As long as the proposed merger will not increase existing property tax rates, I will support 

merging Western Lane Ambulance District and Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue.  
 

80.2-7.9-11.9 
 


