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� anks for observing Fire Prevention 
Week with us for 2021. Fire Prevention 
is one of the most important ways in 
which we can help keep ourselves, our 
family members, and our neighbors 
safe from � res. Once a � re starts, we 
have a very short window in which our 
e� orts will have a positive e� ect on the 
outcome. � e materials found in our 
homes today burn very quickly and � res 
can spread rapidly. Consequently, it is 
very important for our citizens to do 
everything they can to make their homes 
and businesses as safe as possible and the 
men and women of Siuslaw Valley Fire & 
Rescue are here to help you. Our message 

this year is to “Learn the Sounds of Fire 
Safety”. We want to make sure everyone, 
young and old, is aware of the sounds 
made by a working smoke detector and 
a carbon monoxide detector as well. 
Having both types in your home is very 
important. � is is so important to us 
that we keep a small supply of detectors 
in our o�  ce and we are happy to install 
one of ours in your home or to help you 
install one you have purchased. We can 
also help with changing batteries in your 
currently installed detectors. Just call 
our Administrative o�  ces if you need 
assistance. 

Fire Chief Michael Schick's Message

About Fire Prevention Week
Fire Prevention Week is observed 

each year during the week of October 
9th in commemoration of the Great 
Chicago Fire, which began on October 
8, 1871, and caused devastating damage. 
� is horri� c con� agration killed more 
than 250 people, le�  100,000 homeless, 
destroyed more than 17,400 structures, 
and burned more than 2,000 acres of 
land.

Since 1922, the National Fire 

Protection Association (NFPA) has 
sponsored the public observance of Fire 
Prevention Week. In 1925, President 
Calvin Coolidge proclaimed Fire 
Prevention Week a national observance, 
making it the longest-running public 
health observance in our country. 
� is proclamation was sparked by the 
startling number of � re deaths that had 
accrued in the United States in1924, 
approximately 15,000 � re deaths, and 

the population was estimated at 114 
million people. In the United States 
during 2017, 2291 lives were lost in � res, 
the population was estimated at 325.7 
million people. 

During Fire Prevention Week, 
children, adults, and teachers learn how 
to stay safe in case of a � re. Fire� ghters 
provide lifesaving public education in an 
e� ort to drastically decrease casualties 
caused by � res.  

“What is Your Smoke Alarm Saying”
 The topic of fire prevention week this 
year is all about understanding the sounds of 
your smoke alarm and what needs to happen 
with each sound. There is always a reason why 
the smoke alarm speaks to you. If someone 
doesn’t understand what the smoke alarm is 
telling us it often leads to tampering or dis-
abling of it. This sound is loud and obnoxious 
but that is its intent. 
Smoke alarms are a key to early recognition 
and an essential part of the home fire escape 
plan. Fire and smoke spread fast, working 
smoke alarms can alert you early so you can get 
out quickly. 3 out of 5 fire deaths happen in 
homes with no smoke alarms or no working 
smoke alarms. According to the U.S. Fire 
Administration, the United States has over 
2,000 residential fire deaths annually.  
Smoke alarm sounds can range from three loud 
beeps -beep, beep, beep- which means there is 
smoke or fire; “You should get out, stay out and 
call 9-1-1”, to a single chirp every 30 to 60 sec-
onds which means the battery is low and needs 
to be replaced. If you replace the battery and it 

continues to chirp, it means the smoke alarm is 
at its end of life and needs to be replaced. All 
smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years. 
When they are wired into the home, the smoke 
alarm also has a battery that backs up the 
smoke alarm and needs to be replaced every 
year. There should be a smoke alarm installed 
in every bedroom, outside each sleeping area, 
and on every floor. If smoke alarms are inter-
connected (wired into the home and each 
other) they should be replaced that way. It is 
best when they communicate (interconnected) 
with each other to notify you of a fire in an 
unoccupied area of your home. 
People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use 
special alarms that have a strobe light or even a 
bed shaker alarm. Adults may want to remem-
ber that children sometimes do not wake up to 
the sound of an alarm and should be prepared 
to assist their children during an evacuation. 
Remember, this month is a good time to prac-
tice your home evacuation plan!

To find out more about smoke alarms, Fire 
Prevention Week programs, and activities, 

please contact Fire Marshal Tony Miller with 
Siuslaw Valley Fire & Rescue at (541) 997-3212, 
tony@wlfea.org or for more general informa-
tion about Fire Prevention Week and “What 
Your Smoke Alarm is Saying” visit www.fpw.
org   

Fire Prevention Message from 
Fire Marshal Tony Miller
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Talking Points 

Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 

Cooking 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 

where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 
 

Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement. 
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 

and knows how to respond. 
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Fire Restrictions
During � re season, the advertised � re restrictions can be hard to follow, and keeping track of the changes can be cumbersome. Siuslaw Valley Fire 
& Rescue (SVFR) will make the information easily accessible. You can go to www.svfr.org and go to our Face-book page for � re restriction updates. 
� e gauge at the top of the page will tell you the level we are in and the columns will give you the restrictions in place by the Oregon Department 
of Forestry (ODF), the restrictions have been adopted by SVFR, and are enforced by ODF. (541)-935-2222 is a recorded message with current � re 
danger levels. Historically, burn season is from June 15th through October 15th, this can change based on conditions. Burn season is regulated 
through Lane Reginal Air Protection Agency (LRAPA). You can call the outdoor burning advisory line daily during burn season at 541-997-1757 this 
is a recorded message.

ODF Western Lane - Public Use Restrictions

          

                                                       FIRE DANGER LEVEL                                                                                                                                         
Western Lane Closure Line (541) 935-2222

Facebook: ODF Western Lane
Low Moderate High Extreme

Debris Burning is Prohibited.  
Debris burning is not allowed during fire season. Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited

Smoking is Prohibited.
Smoking is prohibited at all times in forestlands, except
inside vehicles on improved roads, in boats on the water, 
and other designated areas.

Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

Use of Fireworks is Prohibited. Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

Sky Lanterns and Target Practice with tracer rounds or 
exploding targets are Prohibited. Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited 

The Following Activities Have Various Restrictions
Campfires, including charcoal fires, cooking fires, and 
warming fires are Restricted. When allowed, a shovel and 
water source or 2 ½ pound or larger fire extinguisher must 
be readily available.  Portable cooking stoves using liquefied 
or bottled fuels are allowed at all times.

Allowed 
at

Designated
Locations

Allowed
at

Designated
Locations

Allowed
at

Designated
Locations

Not Allowed

Chainsaw use is Restricted. When allowed, each saw being 
used must have one shovel and one fire extinguisher of at 
least 8 ounce capacity. A firewatch of at least one hour is 
required following saw use.

Allowed 
All Day

Allowed
Before 1pm 

and after 8pm

Allowed
Before 10am 

and after 8pm
Not Allowed

Cutting, Grinding, and Welding of Metal is Restricted.  
When allowed, the work area must be cleared of flammable 
materials and have either a charged hose or 2 ½ pound or 
larger fire extinguisher available.

Allowed
All Day

Allowed 
Before 1pm 

and after 8pm

Allowed
Before 10am 

and after 8pm
Not Allowed

Mowing/Cutting of Dried, Cured Grass is Restricted. 
The cultivation and harvest of agricultural crops is 
exempt from this requirement.

Allowed 
All Day

Allowed 
Before 1pm 

and after 8pm

Allowed
Before 10am 

and after 8pm
Not Allowed

Off-road Motorized Vehicle use is Restricted. All vehicles, 
including motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles, operating on 
unimproved roads and areas that contain flammable 
vegetation are restricted to the listed times. Motorized 
Vehicle use on improved roads, free of flammable 
vegetation, is allowed at all times. 

Allowed 
All Day

Allowed 
Before 1pm 

and after 8pm

Allowed
Before 10am 

and after 8pm
Not Allowed

Any other spark-emitting internal combustion engine is 
Restricted.  When allowed, area must be cleared of 
flammable materials and have either a charged hose or 2 ½ 
pound or larger fire extinguisher available.

Allowed 
All Day

Allowed 
Before 1pm 

and after 8pm

Allowed
Before 10am 

and after 8pm
Not Allowed

Updated: June 2021

The devastation from wildfires in 
Oregon this year have been catastrophic, 
a “Thank You” is in order for all the 
organizations involved with relief, assis-
tance, coordination, and support. We are 
all in this together, it will take each and 
every one of us to make a difference. 

Let me begin with a few stats in regard 
to wildfires in the United States and 
Oregon. Nearly 85 percent of wildfires in 
the U.S. are human caused; unattended 
campfires, debris burning, equipment 
use & malfunction, discarded cigarettes, 
and intentionally set fires. These studies 
were based on data from 2000-2017 by 
Wildland Fire Management Information 
(WFMI) and U.S. Forest Service 

Research Data Archive. The num-
ber one cause of Oregon wildfires is 
directly related to legal and illegal 
debris burning.   

Wildfire is a growing concern and 
this topic has many people con-
cerned and even frightened. I can 
say with some of the higher dry 
temperatures in our local area we 
have changed fire restrictions rapid-
ly. Monitoring these fire restrictions as 
they are updated can be difficult. We are 
updating this information as soon as 
possible and making it easily accessible. 
You can go to our website www.svfr.org
scroll to the bottom of the home page 
and click on the fire restrictions tab. For 

more of a personal touch, we are also 
available for information by phone or an 
in home/site evaluation. To set up an 
appointment call (541) 997-3212.  

Thanks
Fire Marshal
Tony Miller 

Wildfi re Awareness
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nick oF Time
513 Hwy 101 • 541-997-1075

Florence pharmacy
2935 Hwy 101 • 541-902-9966

viking plumbing
1732 Laurel Way • 541-999-7174 • CCB# 220515

darlingS marina & reSorT
4879 Darlings Loop • 541-997-2841s

Florence rV 
4390 Highway 101 • 541-997-8287

aloha Pet  
1751 12th Street • 541-997-2726

weSt coaSt real eState SerVIceS
1870 Hwy. 126 • 541-997-7653

ray wellS, inc.
1770 Laurel Place • 541-997-3499

Banner BanK
777 Hwy. 101 • 541-997-3486
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Talking Points 

Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 

Cooking 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 
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Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement. 
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• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 
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Siuslaw Valley Fire and Rescue Board of Directors

Alan Burns

Director

coaSt InSurance SerVIceS Inc
777 Maple Street (Across from Post office)  • 541-997-3455

Sam Spayd

Director

kiTchen kluTTer
1258 Bay St • 541-997-6060

Jim Palisi

Director

torex Inc. atV rentalS
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Administrative Staff
Michael Schick

Fire & EMS Chief

SiuSlaw valley Fire
2625 Hwy 101 • 541-997-3212

Matt House

Operations Chief

del phelpS - berkShire haThaway
1875 Hwy 101 • 541-991-7787

Dina McClure

Office Manager

Florence In Bloom
1234 Rhododendron Dr • 541-997-5391

Mary Dimon

Admin Staff

torex Inc. atV rentalS
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Lara Lindemann

Admin Staff

knapp builderS
541-991-6619 • CCB#219-235

Holly Lais

Admin Staff & 
Firefighter

Tom burke drywall & painTing
541-350-7506 • CCB# 162935

Tony Miller

Fire Marshal

oregon paciFic bank
1355 Hwy 101 • 541-997-7121

Career Firefighters
Captain
Andy Gray

Firefighter

torex Inc. atV rentalS
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Lieutenant
Kyle Orozco

Firefighter

weSTern lane ambulance
410 9th St • 541-997-9614

Pablo Crescioni

Firefighter

darlingS marina & reSorT
4879 Darlings Loop • 541-997-2841

Nick Terrell

Firefighter

torex Inc. atV rentalS
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Lieutenant
Blair Campbell

Firefighter

SiuSlaw valley Fire
2625 Hwy 101 • 541-997-3212

Colten Griswold

Firefighter

weSTern lane ambulance
410 9th St • 541-997-9614

Sky Cedarleaf-Grey

Firefighter

cheveux Salon  
1845 Highway 126 Suite G • 541-997-3160

Don Quinn, Jr.

Firefighter

weSTern lane ambulance
410 9th St • 541-997-9614

Conway Pebley

Firefighter

SiuSlaw valley Fire
2625 Hwy 101 • 541-997-3212
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VOLUNTEER & PART-TIME FIREFIGHTERS

Jerry Ward

Lieutenant

Florence In Bloom
1234 Rhododendron Dr • 541-997-5391

Shannon Curry

Lieutenant

Saw Shop Florence
1550 6th Street • 541-997-2653

Tim Teel

Lieutenant

Jerry'S place
88274 Rhododendron Dr • 541-997-3815

Elder J O Barzart III 
“Ray”

Firefighter

Three riverS caSino reSorT
5647 Highway 126 • 541-997-7529

Marlo Rivas

Firefighter

american markeT #4
2515 Oregon Coast Hwy• 541-997-5360

Thomas  Van 
Winkle

Firefighter

SiuSlaw valley Fire
2625 Hwy 101 • 541-997-3212

Michael Williams

Firefighter

heceTa SelF STorage
87632 Hwy 101 • 541-997-9702

Oaren Wraye

Firefighter

SaFe Shelter For SIuSlaw StudentS
541-590-0779

Brandon 
Sutherland

Firefighter

leS Schwab Tire cenTer
4325 US-101 • 541-997-7178

Colin Joyce

Firefighter

loFy conSTrucTion llc
4390 Hwy. 101 • 541-590-3691 • CCB#221760

Vivian Pebley

Firefighter

Spruce poinT aSSiSTed living        
375 9th Street • 541-997-6111

Ruben Navarro

Firefighter

ÄrTêFacTS
1255 Bay Street • 541-991-3322

Andrew Jeffords

Firefighter

c & m STableS
90241 Hwy. 101, North • 541-997-7540

Pete Warren

Firefighter

croSS road aSSemBly oF God
1380 10th St, • 541-997-3533

Dave Beck

Retired Batallion 
Chief

old School FurniTure
1550 6th Street • 541-997-9424

Cris Holden

Captain

apexheli oregon, inc.
2001 Airport Way • 541-997-3270

Doug Barrett

Captain

True value hardware
1750 Hwy. 126 • 541-997-8024

Liz Bush Iabichello

Retired Captain

heceTa SelF STorage
87632 Hwy 101 • 541-997-9702

Mike Spinner

Captain

torex Inc. atV rentalS
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Terry Madden

Captain

goodman’S Floor covering, inc.
394 Kingwood Street • 541-997-1080

David Quinn

Firefighter

FTS compuTer repair
1255 Bay Street (Old Town) • 541-991-3705

Justin Mack

FireFighter

coaSTal home ServiceS
4390 Hway. 101• 541-590-7027  CCB#221760

Nick Helvey

Firefighter

grocery ouTleT
2066 Hwy. 101 • 541-997-0343

Randy Thomas

Firefighter

roSa'S Family reSTauranT
2825 US-101 • 541-997-1144

Caleb
 Van Winkle

Firefighter

kiTchen kluTTer
1258 Bay St • 541-997-6060

Ali Gharib

Reserve Firefighter

Florence heatInG & Sheet metal
1645 Kingwood • 541-997-2422 • CCB#64

Dustin Pearson

Reserve Firefighter

Tom burke drywall & painTing
541-350-7506 • CCB# 162935

Rob Chance

Reserve Firefighter

torex Inc. atV rentalS
83960 Hwy. 101, South • 541-997-5363

Zach Werner

Reserve Firefighter

apexheli oregon, inc.
2001 Airport Way • 541-997-3270

The girlS mainTenance
541-590-0283

Florence heatInG & Sheet metal
1645 Kingwood • 541-997-2422 • CCB#64

darlingS marina & reSorT
4879 Darlings Loop • 541-997-2841
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The Family’s Home Safety Action Plan

ACTION #1
Make the first Saturday of each month “Smoke Alarm Saturday”!
A working smoke alarm will clue you in that there is a fire and you need to escape. Fire moves fast.
You and your family could have only minutes to get out safely once the smoke alarm sounds.

• Smoke alarms should be installed in every sleeping room, outside each sleeping area, and on every 
level of the home, including the basement.

• Test all of your smoke alarms by pushing the test button. If it makes a loud beep, beep, beep sound, you 
know it’s working. If there is no sound or the sound is low, it’s time to replace the battery.

  If the smoke alarm is older than 10 years old, you need to replace the whole unit.
• If your smoke alarm makes a “chirp,” that means it needs a new battery. Change the

  battery right away. 
• Make sure everyone in the home knows the sound of the alarm and what to do

  when it sounds. (See ACTION #2.)

ACTION #2
Develop a home fire escape plan and practice it at least twice a year!
Having a home fire escape plan will make sure everyone knows what to do when the
smoke alarm sounds so they can get out safely.

 • Draw a map of your home, marking two ways out of each room, including windows and doors.
• Children, older adults, and people with disabilities may need assistance to wake up and get out.

  Make sure they are part of the plan. 
• Make sure all escape routes are clear and that doors and windows open easily.
• Pick an outside meeting place (something permanent like a neighbor’s house, a light post,

  mailbox, or stop sign) that is a safe distance in front of your home where everyone can meet.
• Everyone in the home should know the fire department’s emergency number and

  how to call once they are safely outside. 
• Practice! Practice! Practice! Practice day and nighttime

  home fire drills. Share your home escape plans with
  overnight guests.

REMEMBER: 
When You Hear a Beep, Get On Your Feet! 
Get out and stay out. Call 9-1-1 from your outside meeting place.

Hear a Chirp, Make a Change!
A chirping alarm needs attention. Replace the batteries or the entire alarm if
it is older than 10 years old. If you don’t remember how old it is, replace it.
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EscapeEscape

Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your 
home, you may have only a few minutes 
to get out safely once the smoke alarm 
sounds. Everyone needs to know what to 
do and where to go if there is a fire.

PlanningPlanning

• A closed door may slow the 
spread of smoke, heat, and fire. 
Install smoke alarms inside every 
sleeping room and outside each 
separate sleeping area. Install 
alarms on every level of the 
home. Smoke alarms should be 
interconnected. When one smoke 
alarm sounds, they all sound. 

• According to an NFPA survey, 
only one of every three
American households have 
actually developed and practiced 
a home fire escape plan.

• While 71% of Americans have an 
escape plan in case of a fire, only 
47% of those have practiced it.

• One-third of American 
households who made an 
estimate thought they would 
have at least 6 minutes before a 
fire in their home would become 
life-threatening. The time 
available is often less. And only
8% said their first thought on 
hearing a smoke alarm would
be to get out!

FACTS

!

!

!

!

FACTS

W
IN

D
O

W

W
IN

D
O

W

W
IN

D
O

W

WINDOW

WINDOW

WINDOW

WINDOW

WINDOW

W
IN

D
O

W

D
O

O
R

Meeting

Place

D
O

O
R

W
IN

D
O

W

Home Fire
Escape PlanHome Fire
Escape Plan
How to make a

Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA®. ©NFPA 2019

Visit Sparky.org
for more activities!

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK™

NFPA® — The O cial Sponsor of Fire Prevention Week Since 1922

Sample Escape Plan
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CLOSET

LIVING
ROOM

KITCHEN

BATHROOM

BATHROOM

MASTER BEDROOM

 BEDROOM 2

 BEDROOM 1

BATHROOM

LANDING

1st FLOOR 2nd FLOOR

Draw a map of your home. Show all doors and windows.

Visit each room. Find two ways out.

All windows and doors should open easily. You should be able to use them to get outside.

Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Push the test button to make sure each alarm is working.

Pick a meeting place outside. It should be in front of your home. Everyone will meet at the
meeting place.

Make sure your house or building number can be seen from the street.

Talk about your plan with everyone in your home.

Learn the emergency phone number for your fire department.

Practice your home fire drill!

Make your own home fire escape plan using the grid provided on page 2.

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 

  SA 
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Is there a beep or a chirp coming out of your smoke or carbon monoxide alarm? What does it all mean? 
Knowing the di�erence can save you, your home, and your family! Make sure everyone in the home 
understands the sounds of the smoke and carbon monoxide alarms and knows how to respond.
Learn the sounds of your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms by checking the user guide or
search the brand and model online.

What is your alarm telling you?

SMOKE ALARMS
• A continued set of three loud beeps—beep, beep, beep—means 

smoke or fire. Get out, call 9-1-1, and stay out.
• A single “chirp” every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is

  low and must be changed.
• All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years.
• Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced 

means the alarm is at the end of its life and the unit must be 
replaced.

CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) ALARMS
• A continuous set of four loud beeps—beep, beep, beep,

  beep—means carbon monoxide is present in your home.
  Go outside, call 9-1-1 and stay out.

• A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the battery is low 
and must be replaced.

• CO alarms also have “end of life” sounds that vary by
  manufacturer. This means it’s time to get a new CO alarm.

• Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means
the alarm is at the end of its life and

  the unit must be replaced.

Make sure your smoke and 
CO alarms meet the needs 
of everyone in your home, 
including those with sensory 
or physical disabilities.

Some tips:
✔ Install a bedside alert 

device that responds to 
the sound of the smoke 
and CO alarms. Use of a 
low frequency alarm can 
also wake a sleeping 
person with mild to 
severe hearing loss.

✔ Sleep with your mobility 
device, glasses, and 
phone close to your bed.

✔ Keep pathways like 
hallways lit with

  night lights and free 
from clutter to make 
sure everyone can

  get out safely.
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FACTS
• A person can be poisoned 

by a small amount of CO 
over a longer period of 
time or by a large amount 
of CO over a shorter 
amount of time.

• In 2010, U.S. fire 
departments responded to 
an estimated 80,100 non-
fire CO incidents in which 
carbon monoxide was 
found, or an average of 
nine calls per hour. 

Carbon

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, 
odorless, colorless gas created when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, 
coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn incompletely. In the 
home, heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources 
of carbon monoxide.
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•   CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside 
each sleeping area and on every level of the home and in 
other locations where required by applicable laws, codes or 
standards. For the best protection, interconnect all CO alarms 
throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound.

•   Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and 
mounting height.

•   Choose a CO alarm that is listed by a qualified testing laboratory.
•   Call your local fire department’s non-emergency number to 

find out what number to call if the CO alarm sounds.
•   Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according 

to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
•   If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. 

If the battery is low, replace it. If it still sounds, call the fire 
department.

•   If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air 
location outdoors or by an open window or door. Make sure 
everyone inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from 
a fresh air location and stay there until emergency personnel 
declare that it is safe to re-enter the home.

•   If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage 
immediately after starting it. Do not run a vehicle or other 
fueled engine or motor indoors, even if garage doors are 
open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not 
covered with snow. 

•   During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, 
furnace, stove, and fireplace are clear of snow build-up.

•   A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location 
outdoors away from windows, doors and vent openings.

•   Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside.  

HOME
HEATING
EQUIPMENT
Have fuel-burning heating 
equipment and chimneys 
inspected by a professional 
every year before cold weather 
sets in. When using a fireplace, 
open the flue for adequate 
ventilation. Never use your 
oven to heat your home. 

Monoxide
Carbon
Monoxide
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Apartment BuildingsApartment Buildings
Fire Alarms inFire Alarms in

Large apartment buildings are built to keep people safe from fire. Fire alarm 
systems detect smoke and fire. They will warn residents of danger.

KKK The fire alarm system has many parts that work 
together. Some of the parts are out of sight. In a 
fire, smoke detectors sense smoke and activate the 
fire alarm. Manual fire alarm boxes allow people 
to sound the alarm. When the fire alarm system 
activates it will warn residents of danger. 

KKK Everyone in the building should know where to find 
the manual fire alarm boxes (alarm boxes on the 
wall with a pull bar). Most are found within five feet 
of an exit door. 

KKK  If there is a fire, pull the manual fire alarm box 
handle on your way out of the building. 

KKK  When the system senses smoke or fire, a loud horn 
or tone will sound. Everyone must know what this 
sound means and how to react. 

KKK  Leave the building right away if you hear the sound 
of a fire alarm. Stay outside at your meeting place 
until you are told the building is safe. 

KKK  Treat every fire alarm as an emergency. When the 
alarms sounds, get outside.

KKK  Only use a manual fire alarm box if there is smoke 
or fire. Frequent false alarms are a problem. People 
might ignore the sound if they hear too many false 
alarms. False alarms also put firefighters at risk.

Escape 101
Know the locations 
of all exit stairs from 
your floor. If the 
nearest one is blocked 
by fire or smoke, you 
may have to use another exit. 

If the fire alarm sounds feel the 
door before opening. If it is hot, use 
another way out. If it is cool, use this 
exit to leave.

Close all doors behind you as you 
leave. Take the key to your apartment 
in case you are not able to get out of 
the building. 

If fire or smoke is blocking all exits, 
return or stay in your apartment. 
Keep the door closed. Cover cracks 
around the door with towels or tape. 
Call 9-1-1 and let the fire department 
know you are trapped. Signal from 
the window by waving a flashlight or 
light-colored cloth.

Meet with your landlord or building
manager to learn about the fire safety 

features and plans in your building.

Name of Organization Here

Contact Information Here
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Smoke Alarms
at Homeat Home

Smoke Alarms

Smoke alarmS are a key part
of a home fire escape plan. When there is 
a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke 
alarms give you early warning so you can 
get outside quickly.

• A closed door may slow 
the spread of smoke, heat, 
and fire. 

• Smoke alarms should be 
installed inside every sleeping 
room, outside each separate 
sleeping area, and on every 
level. Smoke alarms should 
be connected so when one 
sounds, they all sound. Most 
homes do not have this level 
of protection.

• Roughly 3 out of 5 fire deaths 
happen in homes with no 
smoke alarms or no working 
smoke alarms.

FACTS
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SAFETY TIPS 
• Install smoke alarms in every bedroom. They should 

also be outside each sleeping area and on every 
level of the home. Install alarms in the basement.

• Large homes may need extra smoke alarms. 

• It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms.
 When one smoke alarm sounds, they all sound.

• Test all smoke alarms at least once a month.
 Press the test button to be sure the alarm is working.

• Current alarms on the market employ different types 
of technology including multi-sensing, which could 
include smoke and carbon monoxide combined.

•  Today’s smoke alarms will be more technologically 
advanced to respond to a multitude of fire 
conditions, yet mitigate false alarms.

• A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high
 on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the
 kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be
 at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove.

• People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use 
special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights

 and bed shakers.

• Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10
 years old.



8  |  FIRE PREVENTION WEEK  |  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2021

SIUSLAW VALLEY FIRE AND RESCUE

 
 

Talking Points 

Talking Point Tactics 

Whether you're talking to the media, a community group, or residents, these talking 
points will help you stay on message with your remarks. Use these safety messages as 
they are, or as a starting point for a larger discussion. 

Cooking 

• Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home fire injuries. 
Thanksgiving is the leading day for fires involving cooking equipment. 

• The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking. 
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, boiling, grilling, or broiling food. 
• If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly and stay in 

the home. 
• Always keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan covered until it’s cool. 
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from your stovetop. 
• Loose clothing can hang down onto stove burners and catch fire. Wear short, 

close-fitting, or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. 
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 metre) around the stove and areas 

where hot food or drink is prepared or carried. 
 

Smoke Alarms 

• Smoke alarms detect and alert people to a fire in the early stages. Smoke 
alarms can mean the difference between life and death in a fire. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a home fire in half. 
• Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate 

sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including the basement. 
• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
• Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm 

and knows how to respond. 
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